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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following Letter was written 
in the Country, and tranſmitted 
to the Printer before Lord Thur- 

low's Reſignation, but the Pub- 
| lication has been delayed by an 
Accident to the Preſs. 
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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


LORD THURLOW. 


Loup and unanimous as the public 
voice has ever been in bearing teſtimony to 
the acuteneſs of your perception, the ſound- 
neſs of your judgement, and the inflexible 
integrity of your heart, it was ſtill ex- 
ceeded by the high eſteem in which your 
Lordſhip's talents and virtues were held 
by thoſe whoſe ſituation enabled them to 
judge of your public conduct, or whoſe 
ſtill more fortunate circumſtances brought 
them within the circle of your private ac- 
quaintance. Events unprecedented and 
embarraſſing had called for the moſt ex- 
traordinary diſplay of wiſdom and fortitude 
B in 


1 


in the Keeper of the Great Seal, and they 


were abundantly conſpicuous in the ſage 


advice your Lordſhip gave the Prince, and 
the inviolable affection you ſhewed the 
King upon that trying occaſion; and as both 
appeared fully ſenſible of your great merit 
and ſeryices, it became the general hope, as 
it was the univerſal wiſh, that the conſcience 
of the King of Great Britain might remain 
in the ſafe keeping of your Lordſhip, till the 
ravages of time deprived you of the power 
to keep your own, as the ſolemn pledge you 
had given never to deſert the King removed all 
apprehenſion of your voluntary reſignation. © 
That you are ſhortly to reſign the Seal is 


ſo confidently. affirmed as to leave no room 


for doubt, but God forbid that you ſhould 
be appel to intend to deſert the King 
alſo. You will ſtill be a Peer of Parlia- 

ment; you will ſtill be an hereditary coun- 
cellor of the Crown; and you muſt ſtill 
remember that you are the ſworn ſervant 
of the King, ſolemnly enjoined to give him 

your beſt advice, at all mes, and upon all 
matters relating to his government; you will 


not, therefore, I truſt, ever ceaſe to exerciſe 


thoſe functions for the good of - the Sove- | 


4: | reign 


FF 1 
reign and the People. Having thus ex- 
prefled myſelf as your, admirer, give me 
leave to aſſume the character of a cenſor, 
and to animadyert with the freedom be- 
coming an Engliſhman upon your reſigna- 
tion, at a time when the ability, the in- 

tegrity, and the firmneſs of a Chancellor 
are ſo highly neceſſary to give confidence 
to the people in the King's government, 
and eaſe and ſatisfaction to His Majeſty.— 
Convulſed as your Lordſhip muſt know 
the ſeveral kingdoms | of Europe are 
throughout, and envious of the tranquillity 
and proſperity of this country as they all 
are, no common circumſpection is requiſite 
in our ſtate pilots to avoid the ſhoals and 
rocks which preſent themſelves on every 
| ſide of the courſe they are obliged to ſteer; 
and although it is ſuppoſed that the reſolu- 
tions of the Cabinet reſpecting foreign 
powers have ſeldom had your concurrence, 
yet, as you continued in office, and were 
known to ſtand high in the confidence of 
the King, the dignity of your character 
gave a weight to the Adminiſtration in all 
the Courts of Europe, which their mea- 
ſures could not otherwiſe have obtained, 
* and 
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and the nation derived ſome advantage even 
from your appearing to ſanction what you 


wiſhed had not been adopted. And al- 


though your opinions upon meaſures re- 
ſpecting this country were better known, 
and your diſapprobation of many of them 


5 publicly declared, yet ſuch was the confi- 

dence of the people in your wiſdom and 
integrity, that they truſted to your inter- 

f poſition to avert the evils you foreſaw, 
and relied upon your vigilance for the pub- 


lic ſafety, the repoſe Ty the King, and the 


| preſervation of the Conſtitution : much 


therefore of the general content, peace, 
and good will which ſo happily ſubſiſts 
among us is to be attributed to your being 


keeper of the Great Seal; and if ſuch have 
been the good effects of your having held 
it, how much 1s 1t to be regretted that you 


are about to reſign it; and When the times 


and circumſtances of the King and nation 
are conſidered, how will your Lordſhip 

find reaſons ſufficient to juſtify your Feng 
nation ? 3 


I do not imagine the affociated reformers 
mean to introduce into our Conſtitution a 


perſonal 


CT 3 

perſonal repreſentation, ſuch as has been 
attempted in France, inſtead of a repre- 
ſentation of property, which is the eſſence 
of the Britiſh Conſtitution ; but it is cer- 
tainly unfortunate for our cauſe, and a 
great argument of the abuſe of our repre- 
ſentation and deviation from its principle, 
that the three Miniſters who now compoſe | 
the efficient executive adminiſtration are 
ſo far from repreſenting the national pro- 
perty, or being combined in the common 
Intereſts of the landed proprietors, that 
they do not all together poſſeſs a property 
ſufficient to qualify even one of them to 
repreſent the rotteneſt borough in the 
kingdom; is it then conſiſtent with your 
attachment to the King and Conſtitution 
to withdraw your port from both at 
ſuch a time? The public opinion had fol- 
lowed Mr. Pitt into office, and averſion to 
his opponents had continued the public 

attachment to him ; he had been fortunate 

in the iſſue of the Dutch buſineſs, and he 
had purchaſed the monied men's ſupport 

by an unexampled premium to the holders 
of the navy and ordnance bills, and ſe- 
cured the attachment of the ſtockholders 
by 
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by his avowed intention to deprive the 


nation of all advantage from the low price 
of the annuities, and to add to the enor- 


mous profits of the loan jobbers by raiſing 
the funds, and thereby augmenting their 
capitals before he offered any terms of re- 
duction.— Buttreſs'd with ſuch ſupports his 
adminiſtration appeared firm, but the 
events of the laſt twelve months have 


ſhook it to the foundation. Rejecting the 


proffered alliance of Sweden, when with 
her aſſiſtance he might have attached Den- 
mark and Poland to the defenſive compact 


with Pruſſia and Holland, and thereby ſe- 


cured the naval ſtores of the Baltic, and 
combined a force that would have dictated 
peace to all the world, he ſuffered that 


power to be compelled to make peace with 
Ruſſia, and afterwards to ally with her; 


and then (as ſelf- ſufficiency is ever apt to 


run into extremes) he attempted to bully 


Ruſſia by threatening declarations, when 
he had loſt the occaſion of putting them 
in execution. The conſequences are too 
humiliating to be recollected without in- 
dignation, and your Lordſhip's high cha- 
racter would not have ſaved the- nation 
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* 
from ſuffering by the contempt with which 
the Empreſs treated the Miniſter if its ho- 


vour had not been protected by the general 


voice of the people, and eſpecially by the 


great landed intereſt in Parliament decla- 
ring againſt his meaſures. Diſregarded 
and diſtruſted by foreign ſtates, he hoped 
to have conſoled the public mind and di- 


verted the general diſguſt by a brilliant 
operation of finance, but his former good 


fortune ſeemed now to have forſaken him, 
or- rather his preſumption in appropriating 
to himſelf what belonged to others defeated 


his purpoſe. He had borrowed from Dr. 


Price the worſt of three plans the doctor 
had communicated to him, and marr'd it in 
the execution in order to make it appear 
his own; and eager to catch the popular 


applauſe, he anticipated the uſual time of 


opening the budget. that he might have 
an opportunity of diſplaying the happy 


condition of the nation as if flowing 
from his good management ; and among 
other circumſtances of gratulation, deſ- 
canted upon the advantage of reducing the 
four per cents. to three, and the profits of 


a perpetual lottery. The ſtockholders 


took 
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took alarm, and. down went the funds 


before he could make his bargain ; and 


the city of London, as well as the 


virtuous Members of the Houſe, felt indig- 


nant at the intended trick of making that 


| abominable ſource of profligacy, a lottery, 
which had been tolerated during the neceſ- 
ſities of the war, and continued to diſ- 
charge the national engagements to the 
ſuffering American Loyaliſts, a regular 


ſyſtem of finance: and thus did the bubble, 
inflated by his ſelf- conceit, burſt in his 


hands. Inceſſantly panting after popu- 
larity, he encouraged petitions againſt the 


reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons reſpect- 


ing the ſlave trade in the former ſeffion, 
and when his colleague in office would 
have ſhewn tenderneſs. to the ſuffering 
planters, deluded into their engagements 
by reliance upon the faith of acts of Parli- 
ament, he rejected the propoſition, and 
ſought by a trick unbecoming a great Mi- 
niſter to entrap the Lords and draw from 
them a premature concurrence with his 
reſolutions, which might pledge them to 
paſs his bill without further deliberation. 
The little craft of his fiuance plan in pre- 
| tending. 


* 
tending to tye up the hands of his ſucceſ- 
ſors was fully detected and expoſed by 
your Lordſhip; but while you did ſo, ought 
you not to have conſidered how unfit it 
was for you to leave the management of 
the public affairs in ſuch N without 
your powerful control, eſpecially as there 
were other parts of his conduct which diſ- 
covered as great a deficiency of ſentiment as 
thoſe I have mentioned betrayed weakneſs 
of judgement? The conviction of Mr. Roſe 
of an undue interference in the Weſtmin- 
ſter election left no doubt of the Miniſter's 
connivance in meaſures by no means con- 
ſiſtent with that virgin purity he affected; 
and the oppoſition he gave to the propoſi- 
tion for a reform of Parliament, though 
wiſe and proper in itſelf, when contraſted 
with his former declarations, left even his 
friends only the alternative of deeming 
him an enthufiaft for the ſake of popularity 
in 1783, or a convert to power in 1792: was 
it then becoming a friend of the King and 
of the Conſtitution to leave it in the power 
of ſuch a man to find a Keeper of the 
Great Seal of correſponding principles ? 
But it is urged by your Lordſhip s apolo- 
E am giſts 


10 


güſts that you had borne much from the 

_ arrogance of Mr. Pitt, and to avoid giving 
the King uneaſineſs, ſubmitted to the moſt 
flagrant abuſes of the royal confidence ; 
that after diſcharging your duty by repre- 
ſenting the ill conſequences of ſuch. mea- 
ſures to His Majeſty, you had acquieſced 
in Mr. Pitt's filling the Houſe of Peers 
with his own connections or dependaats, 
and put the Great Seal to grants of places 
for life to his creatures which had hitherto 
been given only during pleaſure, though | 
vou clearly ſaw his purpoſe was to attach 4 
a party to himſelf and diſable the King i 
from forming another Adminiſtration; that 
human forbearance has its limits, and 4 
your temper was not the moſt flexible, and 
when you ſaw the Royal Family happily 
united, and the great landed property of 
the kingdom come forward and declare 
their determination to ſupport the mo- 
narchy and protect the conſtitutional in- 
fluence of the Crown, however they might 
diſapprove of the hands to which the ex- 
erciſe of it was entruſted, you judged it 
proper to retire. But your Lordſhip muſt 
give me leave to contend, that this was 


6-188 5--1 


the very time, and theſe were the very c:r- 
cumſances, in which your continuing to 
hold the Great Seal was moſt neceſſary for 


the public good, in which the King's ſer- 


vice muſt ever be included; becauſe you 
had a fair occaſion to deliver both King 
and people from the deſpotiſm of Mr. 
Pitt, without ſubjecting them to the viſion · 
ary projects of Mr. Fox, adopted with- 
out conſideration, and perſiſted in againſt 


his own judgement, in the vain hope of 
obtaining public confidence by pertinacity, 


which he calls conſiſtency, in error. The 


ſeparation of the great characters who had 


hitherto acted with Mr. Fox upon the queſ- 
tion of reform, was, it is true, treated by 
him and the other reformers as a difference 
of opinion upori that queſtion only; but ad- 


mitting that to be the caſe, as lon g as thas- 2 
difference ſubfiſts it is impoſſible for them 


to come into Adminiſtration together, ſince 
Mr. Fox muſt infiſt upon a reform of Par- 
liament as the condition of his acceptance 


of office, and the Duke of Portland muſt 


likewiſe inſiſt that no ſuch meaſure ſhall 


take place; both knowing this, what is 


there to prevent the Duke of Portland and 
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the other great landed perſonages connected 
with him from accepting the King's in- 


vitation, and taking office with your Lord- 


ſhip if you continue to hold the Great 


Seal, and adviſe His Majeſty to diſmiſs his 
Lackland Miniſters ? Neither the Prince's 
_ debts nor the Prince's objectionable con- 


nections can ſtand in the way of ſuch a 
truly conſtitutional Adminiſtration ; as for- 


tunately Mr. Sheridan has joined the re- 
formers, and the affection of the Royal 
Parent would readily furniſh the means to 


extricate the ſons out of their pecuniary 


embarraſſments. But your Lordſhip's apo- 
logiſts will not allow that any Adminiſtra- 
tion from which Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox 
were excluded could poſſibly find ſupport Y 
from the Parliament or the People againſt 
an oppoſition headed by two ſuch leaders; 


there is however no reaſon to apprehend an 


immediate coalition would take place be- 
tween thoſe two, as neither their habits 


or tempers have any ſimilarity; but beſides. 


Mr. Fox 1s too candid and generous in his 
nature not to acquieſce i 11: the neceſſity of 
his being left out of any arrangement the 


Duke of Portland and your Lordſhip might 
make 


1 13 J 

make at preſent, and I ſhould expect to ſee 
him give his full ſupport out of office until 
times and circumſtances admitted of his 


coming in: but take it at the worſt, and 


as your apologiſts ſuppoſe that they do co- 


aleſce in oppoſition, what credit would 
either retain with the Public, and what 
following would they have in Parliament 
_ againſt an Adminiſtration ſo upright, ſo 


able, and ſo firmly attached by principle, 


Intereſt, and connection to the Conſtitution 
and national proſperity as that which might 
now be formed without either. The great 


men of the nation are ſo fully convinced 


of the danger of innovation, and fo well 


perſuaded. that no emoluments of office, 


no elevation of place, nor any popular fol- 
lowing can compenſate to them for the 


miſchiefs to be apprehended from civil 
commotions, that they will not ſuffer any 


petty conſiderations of attachment to party 


or individuals to withhold them from giv- 


ing their aſſiſtance to maintain the public : 
tranquillity, and to add dignity and effi- 
ciency to the King's government, by the 
influence of their private characters and 
the weight of their great properties and 
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extenſive connections: and there ſurely 


never was a time when it was more neceſ- 
tary for them to do ſo, as there never was 
a time when purity of character, dignity 


of ſtation, eminent ability, and weight of 


property were more neceſſary in an Admi- 
niſtration than at preſent. To combat 
with firmneſs that ſpirit of innovation 


which is gone forth under the guiſe of 


reform ought to be the principle and bond 


of union among them all, and therefore 
no man who may be charged with counte- 
nancing or promoting ſuch a ſpirit ought. 


to be admitted into the Cabinet; for all 


recantations, diſtinctions of times, and ſea- 


ſons, while they reflect diſgrace upon thoſe 


who make them, ſerve to keep alive the 


hopes of the innovators, and to prevent 
that perfect acquieſcence under the prefent 
ſyſtem which deſpondence would produce, 


and which it is ſo much for the general 
happineſs ſhould take place. That your 
Lordthip and the Public may ſee that there 
is no want of ſuch men to fill the great 
offices of the State, I will ſet FRO; the 
names of as many of the moſt diſtinguiſh- 


ed characters in the two Houſes of Parlia- | 
ment 


tt SY) 
ment as would be ſufficient to compoſe an 
Adminiſtration uncontaminated by projects 


of reform, of unblemiſhed reputation, and 
eminent abilities, and equally entitled to 
the confidence of the King and of the 
People. The By LN 


Lond THURLOW, br. 
LoD CAMDEN, Preſident of the 
Council. 
Dux oF PORTLAN D, Firſt Lord of 
the Treaſury. 
Loxp STORMONT, ba of State, 
foreign Department. 
Lonp RAWDON, ditto, home De- 
partment. 
Marquis or STAFFORD, Privy Seal, 
or a Dukedom if he chuſes to re- 
tire, and the EarL OF DART- 
MOUTH Privy Seal. 
| EARL OF CARLISLE, Firſt Lord of 
the Admiralty. 
EARL FITZWILLIAM, a Marquis, 
and Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
 MaxqQuis os TOWNSHEND, Maſter 
| General of the Ordnance. 


Lo d 
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LogD HAWKESBURY, Chancellor of 
the Duchy, and Preſident of the 
Board of Trade. | 
_ EARL OF GUILFORD, occaſional Ca- 
binet Counſellor. 
Ms. WYNDHAM, Chancellor of tbe 
Exchequer. 5 
: Mn. ELLIS, Treaſurer of the Navy. 
Loxd BEAUCHAMP, Secretary at War. 
Loxd NORTH, 1 
Lon p SHEFFIELD, 1 Pay maſters. 
Lon D BELGRAVE, |] _ 
| 5 JOHN SINCLAIR, | Lords of the 
Mx. JENKINSON, Treaſury. 
= PELHAM, \ — 


To which might be added many others as 
unexceptionable to fill up the other offices, 
or to replace ſuch of theſe as might refuſe 


to continue or accept. From an Admini- 


ſtration ſo conſtituted, the colonies would 
have no breach of compact to apprehend, 


and their confidence in the good faith and 
affection of Parliament, would revive and 
with it their attachment to the general 
intereſts of the empire, and cheerful acqui- 


eſcence in the reſtraints their commerce is 


laid 
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laid under for the common benefit and 


ſafety. No camps need be formed, nor 
that dangerous expedient of bringing ſeve- 
ral regiments together when topics of re- 
form are agitated and ſeditious papers cir- 
culated, hazarded to awe the turbulent; 
nor extraordinary powers given to the Ma- 
giſtrates to enforce obedience to the laws; 


for the reverence of the People would re- 


turn to the Adminiſtration, and the general 


confidence would inſure the public tran- 


quillity. Was it not then your Lord- 


ſhip's duty to adviſe His Majeſty to form 


ſuch an Adminiſtration inſtead of reſigning 


the Great Seal, and thereby to have en- 
titled yourſelf to the thanks of all good 
men, as well as of 


Your undd Servant, 


A hyal Subject, and Lover of 


the Britiſh Conſtitution? 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


Printed for J. DEBRETT, oppoſite Burlington | 
Houſe, Piccadilly. | 


9 HE PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER; or the, 
| Hiſtory of the Proceedings and Debates in both Houſes | 
of arliament; containing an Account of the moſt intereſt- 

ing Speeches and Motions, authentic Copies of all impor- 

tant Letters and other Papers laid before the Houſe, authen- 
tic Minutes of the moſt material Evidence, Proteſts, Bills, 

Petitions, c. 

At the Defire of feveral Perſons of diſtinguiſhed 

| Abilities and Rank, this Work was undertaken. 1 he fa- 
vourable Reception it has met with during the THREE LAST 
and preſent Parliaments, not only demands the moſt grate- 

ful Acknowledgements of the Editors, but encourages them 
to proſecute a Continuation of the ſame, during the preſent 
Parliament. For this Purpoſe, and to prevent Miſrepreſen- 
tation, they beg Leave again to ſolicit the Aſſiſtance of all 
their former Friends, and every other Gentleman. A ftrift 
Attention will be paid to all their Commands and Favours; 
nor will any Aſſiduity or Care be wanting to preſerve that 
Truth and Accuracy for which this Work has hitherto been 
diſtinguiſhed, 


The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER of the former 
or FIRST SEssIiON of the preſent Parliament, in 3 vols. | 
Price 11. 118. 6d. half bound and lettered, | 


The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER from the Ge- 
neral Election in 1780 to the Diſſolution of Parliament in 
1784, in 14 Volumes, Price 5l. 5s. half bound and lettered, 


The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER from the Ge- — 
neral Election in 1784 to the Diſſolution of Parliament in I 
1790, in 1 3 Volumes, Price ol. 128. half bound and let- | 
tered, | 


The DEBATES and PROCEEDINGS of BOTH N 

HOUSES of PARLIAMENT, from the Year 1743 ao 
the Year 1774. 
A The ſeveral fugitive Publications of the Proceedings of 
Parliament, during this long and intereſting period, have . 
been Oey colleCted, and carefully collated with the | 
Journals, 
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His Trog of Great Britain. 
| bates ends in the Year 1743, and the PARLIAMENTARY 
| REGISTER commences in the Year 1774. During this In- 
terval, there is no Account of the Proceedings of Parlia- 


NEW PUBLICATIONS, printed for ]. DEBRETT. 


Journals, Of the Commons there has how! only one im- 
perfect collection publiſhed, which is become very ſcarce ; 
and of the Lords, there has been no Publication whatever, 
except a few detached Papers. This Work is intended to 
fill up an important Chaſm in the PARLIAMENTARY 
Chandler's Collection of De- 


ment that can be relied upon. Printed uniformly to bind 


with the Parliamentary Regiſter. In Seven 3 Volumes 
Octavo, Price 21. gs. in Boards. 


The SPEECH of WARREN HASTINGS, Eſq. 1 

2, 1791, with Notes and Copies of the Official Documents 

e to by Mr. Haſtings; to which are ſubjoined, ſome 
Obſervations on the Impeachment. Price 3s. | 


INTERESTING ANECDOTES of HENRY IV. of 


; FRANCE; containing ſublime Traits and lively Sallies of 
Wit of that Monarch, digeſted into Chronological Order, and 
forming a complete Picture of the Life of that amiable and il- 


luſtrious Hero. Elegantly printed in two Volumes, ſmall 
octavo, Price 6s. 1 in Boards. 


SPEECHES of M. de MIRABEAU the Elder, pro- 


nounced in the National Aſſembly of France; to which is 


prefixed, a Sketch of his Life and Character. Tranſlated 
from the French Edition of M. Mejan by James White, Eſq. 
Elegantly printed in 2 Vols. Octavo, Price 128. in Boards. 


MEMORIAL on the Preſent State of POLAND: 


which is added, an Examination of ths MEMORIAL. 
Price 28. 6d, CH 


An HISTORICAL 801 [ 


A 11 12 the FRENCH RE- 


VOLUTION, to the Commetnmeneof 1792. Price 8. 


in boards. 


LETTERS from PARIS, written 1 the Summer of 
1791, illuſtrated with an elegant Engraving repreſenting the 


Capture of Louis XVI. at Varennes, Price 68. in boards. 
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